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whose name will often appear in the following chapters
of this book.   One of the very few guests was Sir Donald
Mackenzie Wallace, who had already had a  brilliant
career  in journalism  as  correspondent  of  the  Times
before and during the Russo-Turkish war, and who was
then in charge of the foreign political department of that
great English organ*   He was considered in England as
the foremost authority on Russian affairs, having written
a remarkable book on Russia, which he was occupied
in amending, to bring it down to contemporary events.
He spoke Russian with a fluency which he had acquired
during several years which he passed in the heart of the
Russian provinces, living with the humble family of a
village priest.   He was acquainted with all the different
classes of Russian society, and when the Emperor Nicholas
made his great journey to   the Orient as heir to the
throne Sir Donald Wallace was attached to his person
by the British Government during the Emperor's stay
in India.    He was, therefore, personally known to the
Emperor and also highly esteemed, so much so that
King Edward VII. took advantage of the fact to send
him on a confidential mission to St. Petersburg at the
time of which I am now speakiag.   The purpose of this
mission was to study the domestic situation of Russia*
which was causing considerable anxiety in London, and
to serve as a counsellor to Sir Arthur Nicolson, who was
still new at his post and not yet au courant of things
Russian.    Sir Donald performed this task with great
intelligence and  tact.    He was received  in  audience
by the Emperor, to whom he spoke with entire frankness
>f his observations, taking pains to support the ideas of
iie Moderate Liberals.    I had frequent interviews with
lim and, as we were naturally in full agreement on the
subject and I could count entirely on his discretion*